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Housekeeping: Using the Control Panel

SHOW/HIDE your control panel 

using the orange arrow
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Ask QUESTIONS by typing them into the

“Questions” box. Be sure to click “send.”

HANDOUTS are available for 

download from the control panel



SESSION SURVEY

A short survey will pop up on your screen after you exit the 
session

The same survey will also be included in the follow-up 
email one hour later

** You only need to complete the survey one time. ** 
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Recording
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About NYS-TEACHS

NYS-TEACHS
New York State Technical and Education Assistance Center for Homeless Students

 Funded by the New York State Education Department and housed at Advocates for 

Children of New York

 Provide technical assistance on homeless education issues. Our services include: 

 Infoline (800-388-2014)

 Website (www.nysteachs.org)

 Webinars, Annual Workshops, and On-Site Trainings

 Outreach Materials
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Goals

Participants will:

1. Gain a basic understanding of the McKinney-Vento Act and the 
role of the McKinney-Vento Liaison.

2. Feel confident about steps in identifying McKinney-Vento-eligible 

students.

3. Identify key info and resources to share with colleagues and 
families.
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What brings you to 
this webinar?

Poll
A. I’m new

B. I’m in need of review

C.I’m thinking about 

how to provide a 
training to my 

colleagues

D.Other
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Agenda

Identification of children and youth experiencing 
homelessness

School selection, enrollment, and supports

Transportation
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McKinney-Vento Act, New Guidance and Resources

10

The McKinney-Vento Act is still in effect. For new guidance related to the 

COVID-19 pandemic and education, look to NYSED and NYS-TEACHS.

Federal Law: McKinney-Vento Act

New York State Education Law Section 3209
NYS Commissioner’s Regulations Section100.2(x)

COVID-19 Updates:
• NYSED's Coronavirus Guidance and News

• NYS-TEACHS COVID-19 Newsfeed

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014



McKinney-Vento Liaison Responsibilities

1. Identification

2. Enrollment

3. Referrals for Early Childhood

4. Referrals for Health, Housing, and Other Needed 
Services

5. Parent Involvement

11NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014

42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6)(A); US Dep’t of Ed Non-Regulatory Guidance, Section F, 
Questions L-3 & Q2; 8 NYCRR § 100.2(x)(7)(iii)(a) 



Liaison Responsibilities, cont’d

6. Posting Public Notice

7. Dispute Resolution

8. Transportation

9. Training for Colleagues

10. Meeting Needs of Unaccompanied Youth
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42 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(6)(A); US Dep’t of Ed Non-Regulatory Guidance, Section F, 
Questions L-3 & Q2; 8 NYCRR § 100.2(x)(7)(iii)(a) 



A student cannot be 

identified as homeless 
under McKinney-Vento if 

they are staying at a 

private residence.

Poll
a. True

b. False

13NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014



Who is covered by the McKinney-Vento Act? 

Children and youth who lack a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime residence, 
including those:

Sharing the housing of others due to loss of housing, 
economic hardship or a similar reason

Living in emergency or transitional shelters

 Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, camping grounds due to the lack of alternative 
adequate accommodations

 Abandoned in hospitals

 Living a in public or private place not designed for sleeping

 Living in cars, parks, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations, etc.

 Migratory living in circumstances described above

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 14
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Who is covered by the McKinney-Vento Act?

Fixed
(attached to the 

ground)

Adequate
(heat, lights, 

kids not 
sleeping on 
couch/floor, 

etc.)

Regular
(Can go there 
every night? 
Keys? Come 
and go as 

they please? 
etc.)

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 15

Permanent 
Housing



For how long can a 

student be designated 

as homeless under the 

McKinney-Vento Act?

Poll
A. For one school year.

B. For as long as specified in 
the district’s local policy.

C. For as long as the student 
meets the eligibility criteria 
(i.e. lacks fixed, regular, and 
adequate housing)
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Homeless Unaccompanied Youth

✓ Youth whose living situation meets the 

McKinney-Vento criteria. 

✓ Not in the physical custody of a parent or 

guardian.

✓ Any school-age child or youth can be an 

unaccompanied youth.
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At a Glance: Homelessness and LGBTQ Youth

Youth identifying as lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer/questioning (LGBTQ) have a 120 
percent higher risk of reporting homelessness compared to youth who identified as heterosexual and 

cisgender 1

Why might this be? Some factors include:

 Higher rates of family violence and rejection.

 Bullying in school and limited social support networks.

 Social services available may be hostile or discriminatory.2
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Sources:
1:  Missed Opportunities: National Estimates: https://voicesofyouthcount.org/wp-

content/uploads/2017/11/ChapinHall_VoYC_NationalReport_Final.pdf full report
2: Statistic from At the Intersections, http://attheintersections.org/violence-and-lgbtq-youth-experiencing-homelessness/



Supporting College 
Access Checklist

• Districts must provide youth who are 
homeless with:

• Assistance with credit accrual 

and recovery

• Assistance from counselors to 

improve their readiness for 
college.

• individualized counseling 

regarding college selection, the 
application process, financial 

aid, and on-campus supports. 

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 1942 U.S.C. § 11432(g)(1)(K); 11432[g)(1][F)(ii); Non-Regulatory Guidance, O-2; Section Q 

RESOURCE SPOTLIGHT



In a decade, student 
homelessness in New 
York has increased 
71%.
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SIRS data, unduplicated



Potential Causes of Homelessness

Homelessness

Insufficient 
income

Lack of 
affordable 

housing

Recession 
and 

foreclosure 
crisis

Domestic 
violence

Natural 
disasters

Mental 
and/or 

physical 
illness

Family 
rejection 
and/or 
conflict
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At a Glance: Homelessness and Systemic Racism 

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014
22

Infographic from Center for 

Social Innovation



Housing 
Questionnaire

• Screening tool is 
required for all students

• Required at time of 
enrollment and change 
of address

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 23



Identification Strategies 

Avoid using the 
word 

“homeless”

Provide 
awareness 
activities

Post outreach 
materials

Coordinate with 
community 

service 
agencies

Coordinate with 
youth-serving 

agencies

Use available 
data

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 24



Student Privacy Rights Under FERPA

 Information about a homeless student’s 
living situation are part of their 

educational record.

 Under McKinney-Vento, this information 

must be granted  privacy protections 
under FERPA.

25NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014
Infographic from CDC.



McKinney Vento Quick 

Tip Sheet Series
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RESOURCE SPOTLIGHT



Basic Overview of the Dispute Resolution 

Process

Immediately enroll 
the student in the 

school requested by 
the family, or youth 

and provide 
transportation if 

requested.

Provide the parent 
or youth with a 

WRITTEN NOTICE of 
district’s 

determination.

Continue enrollment 
and transportation 
until all available 
appeals are final.

Help the parent or 
youth complete all 

of the appeal 
papers.
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Agenda

Identification of children and youth experiencing 
homelessness

School selection, enrollment, and supports

Transportation
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Natalie’s School 

Selection

Natalie’s family had been living in Albany and 
Natalie attended school in Albany City SD.

Natalie’s family has just been evicted and they 

are currently staying with relatives in the Troy 
school district.

Natalie’s parents were given a Housing 

Questionnaire when they informed Natalie’s 
school that they would be moving. 

Natalie’s parents have indicated that they are 
staying with relatives because of a housing loss. 

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 29



Natalie: School Selection

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 30
Albany City SD

(District of Origin) 

Natalie is experiencing homelessness. Where can she attend 
school?
A. Her same school in Albany City SD
B. A new school in Troy City SD that serves children at her 

temporary address.
C. Choice A or Choice B
D. Troy City SD and any other public school district in Rensselaer 

County

Troy City SD
(District of Current Location)



School/District Selection: Up to three options

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 31

School attended 

when last 
permanently 

housed (“School 
of Origin”)

School 

most 
recently 

attended 
(Also a 

“School of 

Origin”)

School serving 

area where 
student is 

temporarily living 
(New Local 

School)

Immediate enrollment at…



At a Glance: Preschool and School of Origin

32
Educat ion Law § 3209(1)(g), 3209(2), 3209(4); 8 N.Y.C.R.R. § 100.2(x)(1)(iv); see also Non-Regulat ory Guidance, Quest ions I-1, N-4, N-5 

• School of origin protections, including transportation, are 

available for preschoolers
• Preschoolers are entitled to transportation to school of 

origin even if transportation is not provided to 
permanently housed children who attend the same 
program.

SED Memo, 2/28/17: Information on Transportation of Prekindergarten 
Students under Four Years of Age

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014



School selection and Best Interest  

Decision-Making

33NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014

School Selection: Will 

my child stay in their 

school of origin, or do I 

feel strongly that they 

should transfer to the 
local school?

Best Interest Decision-
Making: School of 

origin is typically best, 

unless the family 

disagrees based on 
what’s best for their 

family.



Designation Form: 
STAC 202

Two purposes: 

• Official Designation form (completed for 
every M-V student enrolled and sent to 

districts listed)

• Tuition Reimbursement form for students 
enrolled in district of current location

If DSS places child or youth in a temporary 
housing facility or RHYA facility, DSS must 

complete designation form within two days and 

give to the designated school district.

34
Education Law §3209(2)(e); 8 NYCRR §100.2(x)(3)(i)(b)
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Immediate Enrollment of Students 

Experiencing Homelessness

 Selected school must immediately enroll:

 Even if the child/youth does not have 
records normally needed for enrollment; or

 Child/youth has missed application or 
enrollment deadlines during any period of 
homelessness.

 Enrolling school contacts last school 
attended for academic and other 
records.

 Liaison must assist child/youth in obtaining 
any necessary immunizations or other 
required health records

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 35



McKinney-
Vento

Free Meals
No 

paperwork

Students Experiencing Homelessness are 

Entitled to Free Meals

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 36



Students Experiencing Homelessness are 

Categorically Eligible for Title I Services

 Academic programs and educational support services

 Basic/emergency supplies

 Extended library hours/after school programs

 Counseling services

 Parental involvement

 Intervention programs 

 Excess transportation costs 

 Outreach efforts to identify the STH population and help them

 The work of the liaison

 Research based programs that benefit highly mobile students

 Data collection to assess the needs/progress of STH 

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 37



Agenda

Identification of children and youth experiencing 
homelessness

School selection, enrollment, and supports

Transportation
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Designated School District of Attendance is 

Usually Responsible for Transportation

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 39

Last permanently 

housed

Most recently 

attended

New local 

school

Up to 50 miles 
each way

Up to 50 miles 
each way

Same as other 
students in 

district



Students are entitled to 
transportation to their school of 

origin through the remainder of 

the school year in which they 

become permanently housed.

Poll

a.True

b.False

40NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014



Transportation to the school of origin required:

41Educat ion Law § 3209(2)(c)-(d) & 3209(4)(i); 8 N.Y.C.R.R. §100.2(x)(2)(iii)-(vi), 100.2(x)(6)(iv) & 100.2(x)(6)(viii); see also 42 U.S.C. §
11432(g)(1)(J)(iii) & (g)(3)(A)(i)(II); Non-Regulat ory Guidance, Quest ion J-5; NYS Field Memo #2-2017, item 15

Duration of student’s 
homelessness

Remainder 
of the 

school year

+ Additional year 
if terminal grade

Becomes 
permanently 

housed

The school year is over. Does 
student have one more year 

in their school building?

Who is responsible for transporting?

• DSS if DSS placed student outside of 

designated district + student EAF-

eligible

• If DSS not responsible, designated 

district of attendance

Who is responsible for transporting?

• Designated district of attendance

• District of attendance may bill the new district 

of residence for the transportation costs left 
over after receiving State Aid.



LDSS Transportation Obligations

 LDSS is responsible for transporting a student if LDSS placed them in temporary 
housing outside the school district where student is enrolled + student EAF-
eligible. This includes:

 Students with IEPs, including specialized transportation services

 Preschool students

 If LDSS requests that the designated school district of attendance provide or 
arrange for this transportation, LDSS must fully and promptly reimburse the school 
district for the cost as determined by the school district.

 District does not receive transportation aid for student, bills LDSS for entire cost of 

transportation.

 Sample DSS transportation protocol

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 42Education Law §3209(4)(a), NYS Field Memo #2-2017, item 12



Transportation Guide 
for Students in 
Temporary Housing

Recap:

• Students experiencing homelessness, 

including preschoolers, are entitled to 

transportation to their school of origin.

• Students who move into permanent 

housing are entitled to transportation 

through the remainder of the school 

year and an additional year if it is the 

child’s terminal grade in the school. 

• Students who enroll locally are entitled 
to comparable transportation as their 

permanently housed peers receive, 

and elimination of barriers to enroll in 

and attend school.

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 4342 USC §11432(g)(1)(J)(iii), 11432(g)(3)(A)(i)(II); Educat ion Law § 3209(1), 3209(2)(c), 3209(2)(d), 
3209(4)(i); 8 NYCRR §§100.2(x)(2), 100.2(x)(6)(iv); Non-Regulat ory Guidance, Quest ion J-5.

RESOURCE SPOTLIGHT



What About Transportation to…?

Extra-Curricular Activities

Districts (or DSS, if applicable) must 
provide transportation if:

 Student is participating or would like 
to participate in an extracurricular 
activity,

 The student meets relevant eligibility 
criteria, and

 Lack of transportation poses a barrier 
to participation. 

Education Law §3209(4)(f); 8 NYCRR §100.2(x)(6)(vi).

Summer School

Districts must provide transportation if:

 Student has been recommended to 

participate in summer school, and

 Lack of transportation poses a barrier 

to participation.

Education Law §3209(4)(e); 8 NYCRR §100.2(x)(6)(v). 
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Next Steps

NYS-TEACHS - (800) 388-2014 45

 Visit our Website, www.nysteachs.org for:

 Free brochures are available in multiple 
languages.

 A complete list of liaison responsibilities and top 
10 liaison resources.

 Information by topic, we recommend Early 
Childhood Education and Higher Education
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