
SPECIAL EDUCATION GLOSSARY

· IDEA: Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. A federal law recently re-authorized in 2004.

· Section 504: part of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 banning discrimination against individuals with disabilities in federally-funded programs.

· FAPE: Free Appropriate Public Education. Guaranteed to all special education students.

· LRE: Least Restrictive Environment. Students will be educated to the greatest extent possible with their non-disabled peers.

· IEP: Individualized Education Program. A written plan of services designed to enable a student with a disability to make progress in school.  Every special education student receives an IEP that is renewed annually.  
· Impartial Hearing: administrative hearing to resolve a dispute between family and school district regarding special education services and/or placement.

· CSE: Committee on Special Education. 10 regions in New York City.

· EI: Early Intervention. Services for children ages 0-3.

· FBA: Functional Behavioral Assessment. An effort to determine the causes and effects of challenging behavior.
· BIP: Behavioral Intervention Plan. Results from an FBA, generally. It is a behavior management plan for use in an educational setting.
· Child Find: Affirmative duty of Department of Education to locate and evaluate all students suspected of having a disability.

· MDR: Manifestation Determination Review. A meeting held to ensure that a student is not excluded from school for behavior related to his or her disability.

WEBSITES

· Advocates for Children of New York, Inc.: http://advocatesforchildren.org/
· Insideschools.org: http://insideschools.org/
· New York City Department of Education: http://schools.nyc.gov/
· New York State Department of Education: http://www.nysed.gov/
· Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities (VESID): http://www.vesid.nysed.gov/
